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Dio’s “Open Courses” – not your typical classes!



Dedication



Who was Paul?



Well,
How Has He Been 
Represented?

• Many different ways, over the 
centuries.

• Everything from the true 
originator of Christianity, to the 
one person who ruined the 
beautiful teachings of Jesus and 
turned them into the church

• Everything from an anti-Jewish 
Christian to a faithful upholder 
of Torah

• Everything from a woman-hating 
misogynist responsible for all the 
ills the church has ever inflicted 
on women, to a first-century 
feminist





Paul the letter-
writer

• Over half of the documents in 
the Christian testament have 
him as their claimed author

• We think of him as Paul the 
Letter Writer

• But Acts, written later about 
Paul, never once mentions him 
actually writing a letter

• And we know he never actually 
wrote, but rather dictated…



Paul the letter 
dictater 
(doesn’t 
sound as 
good)



Paul the Preacher



Paul the “convert”



Paul 
the 
Martyr



Paul the 
Theologian



Exercise: who am I? 
(3 words max)
• As described ONLY by a nutritionist 

and exercise consultant

• As described ONLY by my priest or 
minister

• As described ONLY by my children, or 
by children in my life

• As described ONLY by reference to my 
political views

• Is any one of these the complete 
picture of who I am?



People are complex. So 
was Paul.

• Letter writer

• Martyr

• Preacher

• Traveller / Pilgrim

• Misogynistic Woman-Hater

• Feminist

• Freedom-Fighting Anti-Roman

• Pro-Roman “establishment man”

• Perverter of Jesus’s Message

• Faithful Missionary for Christ

• Mystic

• Ascetic

• Apocalyptic Prophet



Paul can be studied many different ways

Paul and Politics (what was 
Paul’s attitude toward the 

Roman Empire, toward 
justice, toward war?)

Paul and Philosophy (was 
Paul a Stoic? Was he 

influenced by the popular 
movements of his day?)

Paul and Gender (did Paul’s 
faith make him express his 

masculinity in different ways 
than others? How did Paul 
see, and treat, women?)

Paul and urbanization (what 
difference does it make that 

Paul lived and worked in 
cities – and Jesus did not?)

Paul and Jesus (what 
similarities and differences 

can we perhaps find?)

Paul and – or within –
Judaism (what were Paul’s 
attitudes toward his fellow 
Jews? Toward non-Jews? 

Toward Torah?)

Paul and Society (what were 
Paul's attitudes toward 

slavery? Did the shape of 
ancient Roman households 

and of labour make a 
difference to his message?)



An important 
lens for us: 
Paul within
Judaism

• Why?

• Because of antisemitism
• Because of the 

misunderstandings of Paul 
that have historically 
informed Christian teaching 
and preaching

• Because of supersessionism

• What does this mean?

• It means “making Paul 
strange again” (a term 
Matthew Thiessen uses in 
his new book on Paul). 
Paul in his own place and 
time, not ours

• When I first saw my grown 
children as adults (what 
they really were) I saw 
them in new ways and had 
a new relationship with 
them



The New Testament

Apocalypses

Letters

‘History’

Gospels

•Revelation
• Paul’s letters (7)
• Disputed Paul (Col, Eph)
• Pastorals (1,2 Tim, Titus)
• Johannines (1,2,3 John)
• Petrines (1,2 Peter)
• Hebrews
• James

• Acts

•Mark
•Matthew
•Luke
•John



Paul

• 13 of 27 New Testament texts claimed as Pauline

• The only historical-styled narrative,  Acts, is also 
mostly about Paul

• Hebrews was partly accepted into the canon only 
because some at the time felt it was by Paul

• In total 15 out of 27 texts are connected to Paul in 
some way

• Paul is important because his actions were 
essential in spreading the Jesus movement 
beyond Judaism

• A lot of contemporary church theology and 
practice seem to be based on readings – or 
misreadings – of Paul



FACT: We know Paul mostly 
through his letters. They’re 
considered difficult, even by 
other canonical writers

• 2 Peter 3: 15b-16 “So also 
our beloved brother Paul 
wrote to you according to 
the wisdom given to him, 
16 speaking of this as he 
does in all his letters. There 
are some things in them 
hard to understand, which 
the ignorant and unstable 
twist to their own 
destruction, as they do the 
other scriptures.” 



Putting on our 
“detective caps”

• Sometimes it’s what’s not stated 
explicitly, but what we can 
deduce, that tells us about 
someone.

• Dr Sara Parks and her movers

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://technofaq.org/posts/2020/01/moving-companies-why-your-business-should-probably-hire-one/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Detective Cap Exercise 1: 
what do the highlighted passaged indicate about Paul’s letters?

1 Thessalonians 3:1-2

So when we could stand it no 
longer, we thought it best to be 
left by ourselves in Athens. 
2 We sent Timothy, who is our 
brother and co-worker in God’s 
service in spreading the gospel 
of Christ, to strengthen and 
encourage you in your faith, 

1 Corinthians 5:9-13

• I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the people of this world 
who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In 
that case you would have to leave this world.

• Romans 16:1-10, 22 
• I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae, 2 so that you may 

welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for the saints, and help her in whatever she may require 
from you, for she has been a benefactor of many and of myself as well.

• 3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, 4 and who risked their necks for my 
life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5 Greet also the 
church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert[b] in Asia for Christ. 
6 Greet Mary, who has worked very hard among you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia,[c] my 
relatives[d] who were in prison with me; they are prominent among the apostles, and they were 
in Christ before I was. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker 
in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles…   22 I Tertius, the writer of this letter, greet 
you in the Lord.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16&version=NRSVA


Detective Cap Exercise 2: 
what do the highlighted passaged indicate about Paul’s letters?

Galatians 5:2
2 Listen! I, Paul, am telling you 
that if you let yourselves be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you. 

1 Corinthians 11:5
5but any woman who prays or 
prophesies with her head 
unveiled disgraces her head—it is 
one and the same thing as having 
her head shaved. 

• Romans 16:1-10, 22 
• I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a minister of the church at 

Cenchreae, 2 so that you may welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for 
the saints, and help her in whatever she may require from you, for 
she has been a benefactor of many and of myself as well.

• 3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, 4 and 
who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, 
but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5 Greet also the church in 
their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first 
convert[b] in Asia for Christ. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked very hard 
among you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia,[c] my relatives[d] who were 
in prison with me; they are prominent among the apostles, and they 
were in Christ before I was. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the 
Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our co-worker in Christ, and my beloved 
Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles…

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16&version=NRSVA


What did Paul believe about the world?

• 1 Corinthians 10: 9-12 “We must not put Christ to the test, as some of 
them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10 And do not complain as some 
of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things 
happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to 
instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. “
• Philippians 4:4-7 “4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let 

your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.”



What did Paul believe about the world? (more)

• 1 Cor 7: 26-31 “26 I think that, in view of the impending crisis, it is well 
for you to remain as you are. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek 
to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 But if you 
marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin marries, she does not sin. Yet 
those who marry will experience distress in this life, and I would spare 
you that. 29 I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has 
grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as 
though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as though they were 
not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 
31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings 
with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.”



Some great places to learn more about Paul

• Bible Odyssey. A wonderful resource for getting into almost any topic about the Bible. 
For Paul, start here: https://www.bibleodyssey.org/people/main-articles/paul/

• Even though it’s now a bit older, PBS’s two-part series “From Jesus to Christ” is still a 
wonderful introduction to learning about the earliest Jesus followers, including Paul: 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/documentary/showsreligion/

• I have some podcasts on Paul here: https://soundcloud.com/user-
441868857/sets/introduction-to-pauls-letters-at-the-undergraduate-level

• I have quite a number of videos on Paul here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpoHBUt59kw&list=PLWhnl_rNMO7InPNqRKKju__
mykX73sDdE

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/people/main-articles/paul/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/documentary/showsreligion/
https://soundcloud.com/user-441868857/sets/introduction-to-pauls-letters-at-the-undergraduate-level
https://soundcloud.com/user-441868857/sets/introduction-to-pauls-letters-at-the-undergraduate-level
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpoHBUt59kw&list=PLWhnl_rNMO7InPNqRKKju__mykX73sDdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpoHBUt59kw&list=PLWhnl_rNMO7InPNqRKKju__mykX73sDdE

